
From processors to price, everything you 
need to know to make your decision

12 Key Specs to Consider 
When Choosing a Notebook 
PC for Your Business



When you choose the right devices for your business, you set your teams up with a strong 

foundation for productivity. This ebook will help you better understand twelve key specs to 

consider as you determine which notebook PC is the best fit for your organization.

CHOOSING A 
NOTEBOOK PC

Processor
The processor is the brains and brawn of PC performance, in charge 

of turning commands into actions and information. 

While many technical details impact performance, one of the most 

important distinctions is between Intel® Core™ i5 and Intel Core i7 

processors. Intel Core i5 processors are designed for general business, 

while Intel Core i7 processors are ideal for heavy multitaskers or tasks 

that demand greater processing power.

Processing speed, another key factor, is defined in GHz; the higher the 

GHz, the faster the speed and smoother the user experience will be. 

Finally, the last thing to consider is the number of cores your processor 

will need, a range which runs from two up to eight cores. More cores 

means greater multitasking power. Samsung notebooks with Intel Evo™ 

certification offer the high-level performance business users in 

a lightweight form factor.
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Microsoft Windows version
There are two versions of Microsoft® Windows® available for laptops: Home and Pro. Designed 

with business in mind, Windows Pro unlocks a variety of features that allow IT professionals to 

remotely manage and troubleshoot issues. It also offers enhanced cybersecurity features and 

additional administrative tools. 

If you’re a solo entrepreneur working 

from home, Pro offers security 

and scalability beyond that of the 

consumer Windows platform. And, 

devices equipped with the all-new 

Windows 11 deliver improved 

functionality and an improved user 

experience.

Screen size 
Traditional desktop monitors start around 24 inches and can run up to 49 inches for users who 

need a larger screen for visual work. For notebook PCs, the ideal screen size is between 13 to 16 

inches. 

As you compare screen sizes, you’ll also want to look at resolution and 

brightness. With 1080p Full HD (FHD) resolution, a smaller screen is 

easier on the eyes than one with standard HD. While some laptops are 

equipped with 4K displays, most end users find FHD sharp enough for 

daily tasks. 
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Weight and thickness
For notebook PCs, portability is key. They’re usually lighter than laptops, 

with the sleekest models — including the Samsung Galaxy Book Pro — 

weighing three pounds or less. 

• 15.6-inch Galaxy Book Pro: 2.31 pounds, .46 inches thick

• 13.3-inch Galaxy Book Pro: 1.92 pounds, .44 inches thick

For traveling or remote workers, every ounce is noticeable, so a lighter device 

is worth any additional cost. However, it’s important to make sure you find 

the right balance of weight and performance, and those who work in just one 

location might find a laptop with more ports to be a more fitting option. 

Battery life
There are few things more frustrating than seeing a low battery notification pop up halfway 

through your workday, especially if you don’t have easy access to an outlet. Device battery life 

is measured in hours and minutes and based on average usage, but actual battery life changes 

based on where and how much you’re working and how much power you’re using.

If you’re on the go or running multiple 

programs at once, you should seek a notebook 

with all-day battery life. If you work from 

one workstation, this metric might not be as 

critical in your decision-making. 
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For most users, a laptop 
rated for at least 10 hours 
of battery life is sufficient. 



RAM
Random Access Memory (RAM) represents the amount of data that a computer can 

store for a short time period so that the processor can access it instantly. Budget-friendly 

laptops offer about 4GB of RAM, but 6GB is the baseline on a notebook PC. If you’re 

running high-powered software or multiple apps at once, you’ll need at least 8GB. 

If your average day involves juggling emails, searching on a web 

browser, working with Microsoft Office, and jumping in and out of 

conference calls, you’ll need to have 8GB to 16GB of RAM. 

Storage
While RAM allows you to complete functions like opening programs, storage enables your 

processor to access permanent files from the hard drive. Notebook PCs have more storage 

than RAM, and both are quantified by gigabytes (GB) or terabytes (TB). 

Laptops usually offer 128GB of storage, but that may not be sustainable for users who 

store a large volume of files. Unless your organization manages everything in the cloud, 

256BG is a safer option for meeting end-user needs. 
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Keyboard and touchpad 
Physical components are just as important as technical ones when it 

comes to choosing a notebook PC. To get your best work done, you need 

your keyboard and trackpad to function comfortably and effortlessly. 

Budget notebook touchpads and keyboards tend to feel a bit clunkier 

than mid-range or high-end options, which is important to take into 

account if ergonomics are important to you. 

If you frequently use shortcuts, an advanced trackpad allows multiple, customizable swipe 

functions beyond the basics of tapping and navigating. Higher-end notebook PCs also offer 

backlit keyboards, ideal for staying productive in dim spaces such as airplane cabins.

Camera and microphone
Thanks to hybrid work and increased videoconferencing, 

computer cameras and microphones have never been 

more important. 

The Samsung Galaxy Book and Galaxy Book Pro 

allow you to turn your camera on and off quickly and 

catch every detail of your call via screen recording. 

These notebooks also offer high-definition audio with 

background noise removal, so you can ensure you’re 

seen and heard, whether you’re at a busy café or your 

home office. 

When choosing your notebook, ensure that it has at 

least a 720p internal camera with a dual-array mic so 

you can look and sound your most professional. 
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Touch screen
While not essential for most daily tasks, some 

users prefer a touch screen. This feature is 

generally associated with mid- to high-end 

notebooks, but a few budget touch screen 

notebooks are on the market currently. 

If touch screen features are vital to the way 

you work, a high-end tablet like the Galaxy 

Tab S8, the Galaxy S22, or the Galaxy Book 

Pro 360 (shown right) may be ideal.

Ports 
Do you connect other devices to your primary 

work computer via USB, Thunderbolt™, HDMI, 

Ethernet™ or microSD®? If so, make sure you 

select a notebook with ports that meet your 

connectivity needs.

Most users should have at least one 

Thunderbolt, USB-C®, USB 3.2 and HDMI port. 

While in the past, notebooks often sacrificed 

ports for the sake of their ultra-slim design, 

newer technologies have enabled lighter 

notebooks with a greater number of ports. 
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While a low-end notebook might meet your budget, 

limited features may constrain user productivity down 

the line. And a costlier, higher-end device may be 

equipped with capabilities you won’t use. The mid-

range market is a good fit for most businesses, with 

sleek, high-performance notebook PCs that offer all 

the key features you need to improve efficiency and 

collaboration. 
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$

At a time when 
optimizing IT budgets 
is key, price point is an 
urgent consideration 
during device solution. 
Laptops and notebooks 
range from anywhere 
between under $500 to 
over $5,000 per device. 

Price point



READY 
TO 

BUY?

A little bit of research into technical and 

physical specs can go a long way in your 

device search. With the information 

you’ve learned in this ebook, you’re 

equipped to compare your notebook PC 

options and select the best one for your 

needs.

If you’re interested in purchasing 

Samsung devices for your workforce, 

please reach out to an Insight specialist 

or visit our website to get started. 

https://www.insight.com/en_US/shop/partner/samsung/computing.html


About Insight 
Insight Enterprises Inc. empowers organizations of all sizes with Insight Intelligent 

Technology Solutions™ and services to maximize the business value of IT. As a Fortune 

500-ranked global provider of Digital Innovation, Cloud + Data Center Transformation, 

Connected Workforce, and Supply Chain Optimization solutions and services, we help 

clients successfully manage their IT today while transforming for tomorrow.
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